I must be getting old! Last week I went into Coles, only to stand there wondering to myself: “Now why am I here, again?”

But I hope that’s not what we think when it comes to being a member of St. Luke’s. Never-the-less, as we meet today after our 9:30 am service for our Annual General Meeting, it’s a good opportunity to remind ourselves what we’re on about here at St. Luke’s. 
Our parish mission statement says that what we’re on about is:

Sharing Christ – Biblically, Prayerfully, Practically

Sharing Christ is the central activity. We share Christ with those who are not yet Christians as it is only by knowing about Christ and putting their trust in him that they can be saved. We share Christ with one another, as this is how we build each other up and encourage each other in our faith.
But how do we share Christ? Our mission statement characterises this sharing in three ways.

1. It is Biblical. We at St. Luke’s believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God, that this word is the foundation for our faith and life, and that central to the message of this word is Jesus. The Bible gives us the content of what we share, and guidance for how we do so.

2. It is prayerful. Our ministry at St. Luke’s is all under God and empowered by God, so it makes sense that prayer is a constant part of what we do.
3. It is practical. As we share Christ’s love with others, we naturally have a concern for people’s spiritual well-being, but this is not at the exclusion of more practical needs as well.

May this be what we’re on about today – and not just today, but every day as we live out what it means to be part of God’s people here at St. Luke’s.

Christopher
