Have you ever had the experience where you and someone else saw exactly the same thing, yet you both ended with very different understandings of what it was that you saw? Last year our family had a 10 day holiday on a small National Park island off the coast of Queensland, and one day when a group of us were out snorkelling, we swam over the edge of a coral ledge only to come face to face with an enormous man-eating shark that was moving menacingly towards us. Well at least that’s what I thought I saw, anyway. What others insisted that they saw was a small reef shark that took fright the moment it saw us, and immediately turned and swam away as fast as it could.
Sometimes different people’s perceptions of things can be very different.
But is that what it’s like with God and religions? We look around the world, and there are different religions all over the place. It would seem that just about all cultures have some sort of notion of God, but are all the different religions just people’s perceptions of that same god? In the end, do all religions lead to the same god?

That’s the question we’ll be looking at in church today. But what we’ll see is that not all religions are equal. After all, as Christians, we’re not just stumbling around in the dark relying on what we can make out from our perceptions of God. We believe that he has gone to trouble of making himself known to us in a most unmistakeable way.
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