What do you do when you’re in grave danger, you’re trapped and there’s no way you can get yourself out? That was the situation confronting Todd Russell and Brant Webb. On 25 April 2006 a section of the Beaconsfield Gold Mine collapsed, trapping them in the machine that they were working on. It was just the two of them, with fallen rock all around, and they were one kilometre below ground. All they had for food was a single muesli bar.
So what did they do? Their reaction was to ration their muesli bar and sing (apparently their repertoire was limited to the one song, The Gambler, because it was the only one they both knew). And they sat there and waited. There was nothing else they could do. Their only way out was to be rescued.
And what a dramatic rescue it proved to be. The rescuers managed to make contact with them after five days, but it wasn’t until a full two weeks after the cave-in that the two miners finally walked free.

This week in our sermon series on Jonah we get the inside story, so to speak, on Jonah’s encounter with the fish. And Jonah was similarly in a hopeless situation. Having been tossed overboard from the boat he was on, with no floatation vest, he sank. Things were not looking good. He was a great distance from land, there was nothing he could do, and he would only have moments left to live.

But when everything else is gone, we still have God, and it was to him that Jonah somewhat belatedly turned. And God, in his grace, stepped in and saved Jonah in a most dramatic way. As Jonah said from inside the fish – “Salvation comes from the Lord”. 
It does indeed, and an even more significant salvation from God is available for all who would turn to him. But of course, you’ve got to know that you need it, don’t you.
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