Did you notice that we had a federal election yesterday? I hope you did, because for those Australian citizens who are 18 years or over, it’s compulsory to vote in elections. If you didn’t vote, you get fined. And you can’t use the excuse that you didn’t know the election was on.

Is it fair that you can get fined for not carrying out a responsibility that you didn’t know about? I’ll leave that for you to take up with the Australian Electoral Commission, but let’s move on to matters of even greater importance: What about those who have never heard the gospel? Is ignorance of Jesus an excuse when it comes to God?

In Acts 4:12 Peter says of Jesus:

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.

And as Paul says in Romans 10:14:

And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?
While it would be very difficult indeed to be an Australian over the age of 18 and not know that we had an election yesterday, there are a number of circumstances that could mean that a person didn’t get to hear about the salvation offered by Jesus; they might have lived all their life in a society isolated from the message of Jesus, or they might have died young before they had a chance to hear about Jesus. And of course there are all those people who lived before the time of Jesus. How will God treat these people?

Dan will be sharing with us on this question today, and I trust that you will be assured of the goodness and fairness of God - that just as Abraham declared in Genesis 18:25: “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
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