Do you believe in second chances? If someone has mucked something up, or let you down, would you give them another chance?
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In 1928 a young man was selected to make his debut in the Australian cricket team to play in the first test of a series against England. He did not have a great match. Playing as a batsman, he scored 18 in the first innings, and then only 1 in the second. Australia lost the test by a record margin – 675 runs.
The Australian selectors were obviously hoping for better from this young man – they dropped him from the side for the second test. But fortunately they had a change of heart for the third test. I say fortunately, because he more than justified their restored faith in him by scoring a century in this match, the first of 29 that this man, Don Bradman, would go on to amass for his country.
But it’s not just cricket selectors that are known to give people second chances. Today, as we look at Jonah chapter 4, we see that God is very much a god of second chances. When people muck things up with him, when people let him down, he delights in having them come back to him so he can give them another chance. That’s how God treated Jonah, and that’s also how God treated the pagan people of Nineveh.

And that’s how God treats us as well. And he would have us remember that that’s how he delights in treating others, even the people we might be tempted to think don’t deserve God’s mercy. As he says in Jonah 4:11: “Should I not be concerned about that great city?”
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