Have you come across the movie The Man who sued God? It was released in 2001 and featured the comedian Billy Connolly as an ex-lawyer, Steve Myers, whose peaceful existence is disrupted when his fishing boat is destroyed by a bolt of lightning, injuring him in the process. His insurance company refuses to pay out, describing the incident as “an act of God”. And thus the title. Myers figures that if God is said to be responsible, then he is also liable, and so his representatives can be sued.
I haven’t seen the movie for myself so I can’t vouch for how respectful or otherwise the film is towards God. But the central idea of the movie does raise for us an interesting issue. When bad things happen in the world, to what extent can one blame God? Is he the one who causes such things to happen? And even if he doesn’t, then one still may want to ask why he doesn’t stop such things from happening?
This is known in theology as the problem of evil.

And simply put, it is:

1. God is said to be loving and all powerful

2. Yet evil and suffering exist in the world

3. So why doesn’t our loving God use his power to prevent this?
This is the conundrum we’ll be looking at today as we tackle the issue “Why does God allow evil?” And what we’ll see is that the Bible does give us an answer, an answer that acknowledges the reality of a world that is no longer perfect, but which also affirms the love of God as he gives us a real solution to these problems rather than just band-aids.
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