I remember the day my house was broken into. It was a number of years ago now, and they didn’t take much – only $80 of youth group money (all in silver coins!!) But I do remember how annoyed I was about it. I couldn’t help but think to myself: Wouldn’t life be a lot better all around if we didn’t have break-ins, and if we knew we wouldn’t have break-ins! Sure, it would put a few security firms and locksmiths out of business, but life in general would be so much better if people just did the right thing.
But of course, in this world, that’s never going to happen, is it. What was annoying me was my experience of people’s sin, and we won’t be free of that until Jesus returns. And in the mean time, people’s sin can be not just a nuisance – at times it can really outrage us.
But if I found sin upsetting, how much more does God, and we’re reminded very much of that today in Lamentations 2. In the NIV translation, God’s anger is mentioned six times in the 22 verses of this chapter, and just for good measure his wrath is mentioned a further two times as well.
Yet lest we feel complacent about this, we need to remember that if other people’s sin angers God, then surely ours does to. If the sin of Judah made God to be like an enemy to them (2:5), then why would we fare any better? At least, we wouldn’t if it wasn’t for Jesus. Lamentations 2 really emphasises for us our absolute need for Jesus to turn aside the anger of God at our sin.

The anger of God is not a quaint Old Testament notion of God. It goes to the very heart of the gospel. Without God’s anger at sin, we would have no need of a saviour. God brings his anger and love together to give us Jesus, and what a wonderful saviour we have in him!
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